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3 Daily Devotions

ON WHAT GOD HAS TO GIVE YOU




From the Heart of the Giver

MESSAGE:

There once was a person who gave everything he had. He did it because much
had been given to him. Nothing he had was his before it was given, so he did
not hesitate to give in the same way that it had been given to him. If he had
believed that what he was given was his own, due to his own talents, his own
strength, his own efforts, than he would have struggled to share his wealth.
“But it was never mine to keep,” he thought. “So if it is not mine in the first
place, how can I not give back in the same way that it was given to me?”

Whether the man had a lot or had little, at any given point in time, his attitude
was always the same. When he had much, he was able to give away much.
When he had little, he still gave away a portion of what he had. And because
he did not hold on to what he had been given—because he did not keep it all
for himself—his heart was pure. He was more easily able to remember that
everything he had been given, in the first place, was given to him freely, as a
gift.

“How could he not give in the same way that he had been given?” he asked
himself. “And what if his giving encouraged more giving in others,” he
thought. The gift will keep on giving, then. “It will grow and produce and
spread,” he thought, “if I do not hold on to it, keeping it to myself.” It is from a
pure heart of the giver that a gift multiples—its good increasing—again and
again.

When I speak of this to you, it is not to lecture you. For [ am your Father, and I
teach you many things. It is in my love that I teach, that I shepherd you, that I
instruct you of what is good for you. I do this because my love for you is deep
and wide and beyond measure. I don’t hold back on my love for you. I want you
to understand how giving from the resources I give you is good for your heart.



When you forget to give to others what you have been given, you forget Me.
You forget my love for you. You forget that I have given you everything. I don’t
say this to make you feel guilt. I say this because I want you to grow in your
love—to receive more and more of what I have to give you. And when you give
what you have been given, you are practicing the same love I give to you. You
are giving from my own heart. You are becoming more and more like Me.

Think of the ways I give to you—think of the ways in which I love you. I love
you from an abundant love, from a love that does not skimp and worry and
reserve itself for good behavior. I give because I am love. I give because it is
who I am. And because you are my child—my son, my daughter, and all I have
is yours, I ask you to follow Me and give in the same ways that I give: give
from knowing that all that you have has been given to you. Give from knowing
you are loved. Give from knowing that nothing you give to others will be
wasted. For when you give with the pure heart I give you—from the place of
knowing that all I have is yours, and all you have is mine—we are giving
together; we are participating in the action together. And you will feel fulfilled
in how you give; you will be filled with joy in what you give. For you will not be
doing it alone. You will be doing it with Me.

Do not forget my love for you. And my delight in fathering you. You are my
child. You are the one I love. I would give everything again and again for you.
And now I invite you to do the same. Practice giving from your full heart.
Practice giving from what I give. Then nothing will ever be wasted. It will grow
and grow and grow.



EXERCISE:

Jennifer and I just love this invitation. What it is, is an invitation into an
entirely new kind of life. And it’s a challenge too, because it is not an easy
thing to move into. It takes some real trust. It takes a step out into the
unknown—with our heavenly dad. It’s an invitation into life where we begin to
grasp the fact that everything He has is ours.

Scripture says, “Long before he laid down earth’s foundations,” God chose us
and “settled on us as the focus of his love.” That’s from Ephesians chapter 1.
He chose you to be His beloved son, His beloved daughter. He chose me. He
“predestined us for adoption to himself.” He gave us “full legal adoption as his
children.” That’s from Galatians chapter 4. And “because we’re his,” wrote the
apostle Paul—because we are His very own sons and daughters—we can
“access everything our Father has.

Let me say that again. We get everything. Because we are His, we get access
to everything our Father has.

It’s hard to get your mind around, isn’t it? It sure puzzled and amazed King
David. Looking at everything God created, David asked: “Compared to all this
cosmic glory, why would you bother with puny, mortal man or be infatuated
with Adam’s sons?” (TPT, Psalm 8:4)

We don’t deserve it, and it doesn’t make sense—but we get it nonetheless.
God, in his outrageous love, made us—you and me—His heirs. He gives us
access to everything. So, whether we see it or not, whether we’re willing to
accept it or not, we live in a state of abundance—not the kind of scarcity that
our world and our culture tries to convince us we live in. And so, we actually
do not have to worry and scrape and compete and protect ourselves all the
time—like our culture teaches us to do.

Because we are His, we can access everything our Father has. So, all we need
to do is just act like sons and daughters. We just need to live into our
inheritance as beloved sons and daughters. We need to trust Him. Trust that
He will come through for us. We need to relent and surrender into trust—
knowing that are blessed, richly, now. Knowing that we are cared for, always.
Knowing that we will continue to be blessed . . . in surprising ways and perfect
timing.



And why? Why have we been so blessed? Well, we’re blessed so that we can do
what our heavenly dad does. We are blessed so we can bless others. So we can
give away, freely, what we’ve been given. So we can give knowing that we’ll
always be taken care of by our heavenly Dad.

Paul knew it. He wrote, “I am convinced that my God will fully satisfy every
need you have, for I have seen the abundant riches of glory revealed to me
through the Anointed One, Jesus Christ!” That from Philippians chapter 4. King
David knew it. He sang, “The Lord is my best friend and my shepherd. I always
have more than enough.”

Let’s go back to what Holy Spirit said just moments ago. He said: “Do not
forget my love for you. And my delight in fathering you. You are my child. You
are the one I love. I would give everything again and again for you. And now I
invite you to do the same. Practice giving from your full heart. Practice giving
from what I give. Then nothing will ever be wasted. It will grow and grow and
grow.”



| Have So Much More to Give You

MESSAGE:

In a world that tells you to take what is offered to you—and hold on to what
you have; that nothing you have is enough—it is difficult to not live in fear. You
are being taught a mindset of scarcity—that there is a limit to resources, a
limit to what is available to you. So you believe you had better hold onto what
you have. It might be taken from you. It might be stolen from your very hands.
All the things you worked so hard for. All the things you’'re owed. All the things
you feel you deserve. And this mindset limits your freedom, your ability to
receive joy and live unencumbered by the rules of a world that only wants to
tear you down.

But not Me. I do not tear you down. I have so much for you. And I want to
show you how to release the fear you have about not having enough resources.
I am enough for you. I have everything you need.

It is time to release from your grip now all the fear about what you believe you
lack. From intelligence to appearance to material wealth to relationships, what
are you believing I don’t provide? How are you believing it is not enough?

From this attitude of scarcity comes an attitude of withholding. When you
believe you are not enough, you try to look everywhere for what you believe
you have not received. And that is when you don’t offer what you have been
given to others. You don’t believe you’'re smart enough—so you don’t offer your
opinions. You don’t believe you are rich enough, so you don’t offer your
material resources to others. You don’t believe you are interesting enough, so
you don’t initiate contact with other people. Your warped ideas about who you
are and what you have been given is robbing you of the rich, full life I want to
give you.



When you live thinking you do not measure up—that everything you are and
everything you have is lacking, you bury your talents in the ground. You do not
trust Me or love Me. You forget that all I am is yours and all you are is mine.
You are not alone here, son, daughter. You have been given much. It is time to
bring what I've given you into the light.

So trust Me. Watch what I do with what you give. You trust Me with much, and
much will be given to you in return. You trust me with little, you are
squandering Life that comes from faith, faith in Me—faith in my resources and
resourcefulness more than your own. Do you remember what I did with the
one loaf and the seven fish in the face of thousands of hungry people? I fed
them. I turned what was given to Me into more than enough for them. I more
than satisfied their hunger. So, trust Me. Trust Me to come through for you.
Trust Me with what you have been given. Trust Me with your provision. Trust
Me with your gifts, your time, your money, your talents. All that you have is
just a starting point. I have so much more to give you. And I want to bless you
over and over and over again.

What is your loaf? What is your fish? Hand over your basket. Watch what I do
when I hand it back.



EXERCISE:

The apostle Paul gave us a great picture of trust when he wrote about the
church in Macedonia in 2 Corinthians chapter 8. And the picture is striking.
And challenging. It sure challenges Jennifer and me. Because Paul kind of
called out the Corinthians. No, I shouldn’t say “called out.” He called them up
—up into a new kind of life, a better way of living. He called the Corinthians
into God’s way of thinking. He called them out of a scarcity mindset and into a
mindset of abundance. He called the Corinthians into a world where things like
the miracle of loaves and fishes actually happen.

And we want to live in that kind of world.

Here, Paul wrote this: “For even during a season of severe difficulty and
tremendous suffering, [the Macedonian church] became even more filled with
joy. From the depths of their extreme poverty, super-abundant joy overflowed
into an act of extravagant generosity. For I can verify that they spontaneously
gave, not only according to their means but far beyond what they could afford”
(2 Corinthians 8:2-3).

The Macedonians were dealing with difficult circumstances themselves—
persecution and poverty—circumstances that would make the rest of us pull in,
protect ourselves, hold tightly to what we do have and make sure we have
enough to get us through the difficult time. For most of us, if we found
ourselves in those kind of circumstances, giving and helping would probably
fall by the wayside. But the Macedonians did something different. They gave
anyway; they gave above and beyond. They showed radical trust and gave with
radical generosity.

And here’s what blows Jennifer and me away most: Not only did the
Macedonians give and give generously. Paul wrote that they “actually begged .
. . for the privilege of sharing in this ministry.” That is from 2 Corinthians
chapter 8 verses 4-5. They begged for the privilege of helping people in need,
people who were hurting and lost and confused.



How to Live Deeper in the Kingdom

MESSAGE:

My capacity is not your capacity. And I want to increase your capacity to
receive Me. Because I want to give you so much more. And what I give you is
good. It is always more than enough. And this plentitude is something you can
test: you can test whether what I give you is what you need to love well today,
or serve well today, or bless others today. Go ahead. Test it. Because what
you’ll find is that you are never lacking in the gifts of the Kingdom.

But you must desire what I offer. You must want what I give, more than the
counterfeit “gifts” this world gives you . . . and that takes time to learn.

The world is not your enemy. When I say “things of this world,” I do not mean
you have to shut yourself away and be afraid of cities or technology or new
ideas or what are considered human advancements. I have given my sons and
daughters the ability to create and dream and consider how problems can be
solved. But . . . it is also in this world where ideas are planted and promulgated
that are not from Me. And you need to discern what is good for you—and what
will lead to the death of your soul.

I am always leading you deeper into the kingdom. There is so much I want to
reveal to you. It is beyond what you can imagine and see right now. But with
each step you take in trusting Me, I entrust more of the kingdom to you. Each
time you say yes, each acceptance of my healing in you, can lead to my love
breaking through in ways you need it most. For there are many broken places
in your heart that I have come to mend. Any place in your heart that is broken
—places where lies have come or things have been done or choices you have
made that have wounded your heart—I will repair and make new, if you want
Me to.



If these places in your heart are not made new, you limit your ability to
receive blessing from Me. For healing requires faith and obedience, and you
must trust Me to heal you. You must believe that I can, indeed, do it. Do you?
Do you believe I can do it? Then the emotional scars within you will be
smoothed over. You will feel the scars, but my love will make you new. You will
not be held back by their effects any longer. So trust in Me. Trust in Me.

Do you know that I love to garden? I love to till the soil, restore the earth,
bring nutrients to the soil that has been hardened and forgotten and unused. I
tend to it, knowing what a plant needs to thrive there. I provide the quiet rich
earth where the seed, once planted, can leave behind its outer shell and die.
And then the plant can shoot forth new life from within and reach for the sun.
Water and light and food grow the plant so there is nothing holding it back.
And I tend to the weeds around each plant in my garden. They grow up
together, the weeds and the good plants. And the plants must trust Me to get
rid of the weeds that are not supposed to be there. For they stifle growth. And
they prevent the plant from thriving. Do you trust Me, as the gardener, to
protect you, in this world of many dangers and threats, to give you what you
need to thrive? Will you work with Me so I can weed out what needs, right
now, to go?

All that I have is yours. I want to give you more and more of Me, give you with
more good things to do and see. But you must accept that what I give you is
everything you need to thrive, right here, right now. Everything you need to
thrive is available to you. For I am available to you. And when you ask Me for
help, when you seek more healing, more breakthrough from hardened soil, I
will ask you to look at what I have given you already, and I will ask you to trust
Me to do great things with the gifts you already have. Use what I have given
you to seek Me, and you will find Me. And more of Me will be given to you.
Remember, I increase your capacity to receive more and live even more fully in
Me. Do you want to do that? Are you willing to trust and follow Me?



EXERCISE:

Our Father God gives us everything we need to live and thrive. We lack
nothing—unless, of course, we reject His gifts and His provision. Now, you
might respond, “I don’t reject those things! I welcome His help!” But we do
reject His gifts and provision. We do it all the time. It’s our nature. It’s been
our human nature since the first man and the first woman rejected Him so
long ago. And this rejection becomes ingrained in our rhythms and habits and
the way we view ourselves and the world—and we don’t even realize we’re
doing it.

Our heavenly dad holds nothing back from us. He would never withhold His
love or mercy or grace. He isn’t that kind of father. He sent His only begotten
son to be tortured and to die a horrific death on a cross, so that we might live
—so that we might live a life of fullness and beauty and adventure, forever.
That’s the kind of father He is.

And He’ll never change. Because He doesn’t change, and He never will. His
generosity will never wane. James, the brother of Jesus, wrote: “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” That’s from
James chapter 1, verse 17.

Do you believe this? That God cares for you and provides for you and always
will?

Are you living like you believe it?

Holy Spirit just told us how this works. He said: “My capacity is not your
capacity. And I want to increase your capacity to receive Me. Because I want
to give you so much more. And what I give you is good.” He wants to teach us
to stop rejecting His gifts and His provision. He wants to guide us into lives
where we trust Him and surrender into abundance. He wants to wake us to the
reality that we are favored sons and daughters of a good and powerful King—
and not orphans, who must provide for themselves in order to survive in this
cruel, cold world.

What do you think about this? Do you want it to be true? Do you want to trust
Him a bit more, to open your heart a bit more, and learn to receive a lot more?



Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the sower in the field? Here is how
Matthew the Apostle captured what Jesus said: “Consider this: There was a
farmer who went out to sow seeds. As he cast his seeds, some fell along the
beaten path and the birds came and ate them. Other seeds fell onto gravel that
had no topsoil. The seeds quickly shot up, but when the days grew hot, the
sprouts were scorched and withered because they had insufficient roots. Other
seeds fell among the thorns and weeds, so when the seeds sprouted, so did the
weeds, crowding out the good plants. But other seeds fell on good, rich soil
that kept producing a good harvest. Some yielded thirty, some sixty, and some
even one hundred times as much as he planted! If you're able to understand
this, then you need to respond.” That is from Matthew chapter 13, verses 3
through 9.

And then Jesus explained to his disciples what his parable meant. Here, again,
is how Matthew captured it in chapter 13 : “The seed that fell on the beaten
path represents the heart of the one who hears the message of the kingdom
realm but doesn’t understand it. The Adversary then comes and snatches away
what was sown into his heart.” That is verse 19.

Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever read something in Scripture or
heard a sermon on a particular topic, and then just ignored or rejected what it
was saying? Have you ever heard the truth, when you really didn’t want to
hear it, and just let it pass you by?

Think of a time when this might have happened in your life.

Jesus continued explaining the parable in verses 20 and 21. He said, “The seed
sown on gravel represents the person who gladly hears the kingdom message,
but his experience remains shallow. Shortly after he hears it, troubles and
persecutions come because of the kingdom message he received. Then he
quickly falls away, for the truth didn’t sink deeply into his heart.”

Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever gotten excited about the truth of
Jesus—maybe at a weekend retreat or a conference or a concert—and then just
had it fade away? Maybe when you got back to real life or maybe when your
life got a bit harder than it had been?



Jesus explained the next kind of soil in verse 22: He said, “The seed sown
among weeds represents the person who receives the message, but all of life’s
busy distractions, his divided heart, and his ambition for wealth result in
suffocating the kingdom message and prevent him from bearing spiritual
fruit.”

Have you ever felt like that? I think a lot of us have. With our lives filled with
so many things—work and worry, competition and striving, comforts and
distractions and ways to numb ourselves—it’s no surprise that our hearts can
become divided. It’s no surprise that, when we begin to choose to make some
of these things priorities, they can simply crowd out the truth of Jesus and
keep Him from working in our lives.

And finally, Jesus explained the last kind of soil in verse 23: He said, “As for
the seed that fell upon good, rich soil, it represents the hearts of people who
hear and fully embrace the message of heaven’s kingdom realm. Their lives
bear good fruit—some yield a harvest of thirty, sixty, even one hundred times
as much as was sown.”

Do you want that? I sure do. So how to do get there? Well, remember, Holy
Spirit told us that He loves to garden. He loves to till the soil, restore the
earth, bring nutrients—so that the soil of our hearts can become good, rich
soil. And He asked us a direct question: “Do you trust Me, as the gardener, to
protect you, in this world of many dangers and threats, to give you what you
need to thrive? Will you work with Me so I can weed out what needs, right
now, to go?

So, now, friend, what do you say? Will you say yes, right now, to Jesus?

Jesus, I do trust You. But help me to trust you more. Come and work in my
heart. I give you permission, now, to do whatever work you want to do there—
even in those deep and dark places in my heart I'd rather keep hidden. I give
you access to all of it, to all of me. So, come Lord Jesus. Come and bring your
love and care and goodness into my heart and into my life.

In your name I pray. Amen.



ENCOUNTER HOLY SPIRIT

This world tells you to be strong. Resilient. Unbreakable. Productive. Is it
time to get off this treadmill and step into something new?

The Rush podcast, inspired by the Holy Spirit, helps you get still, create
space, and encounter God, 15 minutes at a time. New episodes drop weekly
and tackle topics like distraction, love, complacency, forgiveness, and
discouragement. Free, no ads, and found wherever you like to listen.
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